MA Research Information Sheet
“Families of Choice”: A research exploration of whether gay men create their own “Families of Choice” 

I am a part-time student of the MA in Counselling & Psychotherapy at the University of East London (UEL) doing research on gay men’s experience of sexual orientation in their biological family or alternative family set up (i.e. adoptive family, living with grandparents, care or foster care,  or other alternative family environment), 

Key aims of the research are:

· Gay men’s experiences in their biological family or alternative family set up (i.e. adoptive family, living with grandparents, care or foster care,  or other alternative family environment)

· To explore how the family or alternative family environment responded to gay men’s sexual orientation

· To explore whether gay men as a result of their family or alternative family experience choose to create “Families of Choice” (a “preferred family”) as opposed to replicating or repeating the patterns of the “family” or alternative setting which they grew up in. 
I am enquiring if you would be willing to participate in this research project.
The research will be divided into the following key stages:

1) Consent Form agreeing to participate in the research

2) Anonymous & Confidential Questionnaire (10 - 30 mins)

3) 50 minute Research Interviews:  From the 20 -30 surveys I will select 5 men to talk about their experiences relating to “Families of Choice”, the research topic. These interviews will be recorded on a digi-recorder and transcribed for my research analysis.  All recorded data will remain confidential, anonymous and destroyed on completion of the research project
4) Briefing & Debriefing during interviews
5) A possible further 45 minute Research Interviews if required to gain further research information which will also be transcribed 
The research interviews will be at a venue agreed with you and in a confidential and safe setting of your choice.  
Your involvement in this study, and particular data from this research, will remain strictly confidential.  Only the researcher who is me, Austin Pacitto, will be involved in this study and will have access to the data.  All data will be confidentially deleted using a software package to delete voce files from my hard drive.  Any paper transcription and interview notes will be shredded once the research project is completed
You are in no way obliged to volunteer if there is any personal reason (which you are under no obligation to divulge) why you should not participate in the programme; and

You may withdraw from the research programme at any time, without disadvantage to yourself and without being obliged to give any reason.

Ethical consent for me to conduct this research was obtained from the University’s Ethics Committee, whose details are:
Ms Debbie, Dada, Admissions and Ethics Officer, Graduate School, University of East London Docklands Campus, London E!6 2RD, Tel: 020 8223 2976, email: d.dada@uel.ac.uk

I am a qualified counsellor and psychotherapist and I am bound by the ethical guidelines of UKCP (United Kingdom Council for Psychotherapy) and BACP (British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy) which requires all information to be kept confidential.

If you are interested in participating in the research, please can you email me your name and address by Friday 16th December 2011 and I will post or email you a Research Information Pack

Or if you would like to contact me to discuss the research project in more detail please do not hesitate to contact me.

Email: apacitto@btinternet.com
Telephone: 0208 764 6122 or Mobile: 0788 227 8513

Kind Regards & Many Thanks
Austin Pacitto
MBACP Accred Counsellor/Psychotherapist (BACP No 536941) 
& 
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist (No 05157057)
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